AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

it is only when it is threatened that we realise
that without it we should perish.

Lip service is paid to it by all; but it needs
more than that to preserve it. Few of us
perhaps realise how far back our roots go.
I have on more than one occasion, speaking
at home, reminded my audience of some words
used by the late A. L, Smith, the distinguished
historian and Master of Balliol: "Nowhere/"
he said, "was the village community so real
and enduring a thing as it was in England for
at least twelve centuries of its history. In
every parish men met almost daily in humble,
but very real, self-government, to be judged
by their fellows, or to be fined by them, or
punished as bad characters; to settle the
ploughing times and harvest times, the fallow-
ing and the grassing rules for the whole village.
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